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Editor’s Note 


We are pleased to present the first-ever MELUS Cumulative Index, 
Volumes 1-16, covering the articles, book reviews, interviews, and 
authors which have appeared in MELUS during the Journal's first 
sixteen years. 

For any scholarly journal, the publishing of a cumulative index 
represents a significant milestone along an often uncertain road to 
viability, acceptance, and endurance over time. Most journals confront 
formidable problems in getting started and even more difficult chal- 
lenges in staying in print. A successful journal must locate scarce 
funding resources, develop a loyal cadre of readers and writers, build 
circulation by convincing libraries and colleges of the value of its 
writing and scholarship, keep pace with technological innovations in 
printing to manage ever-rising costs, and of course still find time to 
conduct the daily editorial operations and the creative work which 
shows between the covers of every new issue. Yet, the pragmatic work 
of publishing is still not enough to bring a journal the reward of 
longevity. The true challenge always remains of fulfilling the funda- 
mental mission that originally gave impetus to the enterprise of seeing 
words into print and to the challenges of earning the support of 
writers and readers. 

MELUS has always been the vehicle of an idea. Since its founding 
in 1974 by The Society for the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literature of 
the United States, the Journal has remained committed to the Society’s 
guiding mission of demonstrating that American literature is the 
literature of all the peoples of America. It is this idea of reconceiving 
American literature as a living and lasting witness to our multicultural 
heritage that has enabled MELUS to thrive. Indeed, with all well- 
deserved consideration to the many individual writers, editors, and 
staff members whose labors have helped shape MELUS throughout its 
first sixteen years, the passage of time has revealed what the original 
founding members of the Society knew in the beginning: the power 
and the durability of the idea that first brought the Journal into being 
is much larger than one organization or one periodical. Today’s 
growing enthusiasm for ethnic literature among teachers, scholars, 
and writers, as well as increasing interest in multicultural writing and 
criticism among editors, book publishers, and other scholarly journals, 
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is demonstrating that MELUS’s original mission is gaining ground; it 
is proving the worthiness of the hard work which so many of the 
Journal’s writers and editors and the Society’s many members have 
devoted toward the enrichment of our understanding of the diverse 
voices of American literature. 

The Cumulative Index is being issued as more and more teachers and 
students are seeking out informed scholarship on American ethnic 
writers and their literary and cultural contexts. Moreover, at a time 
when a young generation of ethnic literary scholars is taking up the 
struggle of broadening the definition of American literature in the 
college curriculum and through their own research and writing, it is 
only fitting that we call attention to the uniquely multi-ethnic scope of 
the authors and works regularly treated in MELUS, as well as the 
Journal’s inclusion of a wide variety of critical and theoretical ap- 
proaches to ethnic literature. We hope the Cumulative Index will serve 
as a useful reference to the valuable contributions to ethnic literary 
studies that have appeared in past issues of MELUS and as a catalyst 
and guide for future work in the field. 

We wish to acknowledge the members of MELUS’s editorial staff who 
contributed to the making of the Cumulative Index. Terri Blow under- 
took the time-consuming work of compiling the index, formatting the 
entries, and mastering the complexities of the computer software 
necessary for the project. More than anyone, Terri’s long hours of 
labor at the computer made this publication a reality. Vivian Leal 
supplied invaluable editorial assistance, proofreading and cross- 
checking entries and correcting galleys. Claudia Van der Heuvel and 
Joanne Quimby offered needed assistance as additional proofreaders. 
Lisa Carta of Common Wealth Printing, who as graphic designer in 
charge of typesetting and page composition for the Journal, showed 
her fortitude and characteristic patience through a succession of for- 
matting changes and editorial corrections. My sincerest thanks to all 
who helped bring this project to final fruition. 


Matthew Schmidt 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
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Ethnic Women Writers V 
15.1 SPRING 1988 


Necessity and Extravagance in Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior: 
Art and the Ethnic Experience. Sau-ling Cynthia Wong 

Colonialism and Culture in Lorraine Hansberry’s Les Blancs. Steven R. Carter 

“Third World” as Place and Paradigm in Cathy Song’s Picture Bride. 
Gayle Fujita-Sato 

Sonia Sanchez’s Homegirls and Handgrenades: Recalling Toomer’s Cane. James 
Robert Saunders 

Silko’s Ceremony: Healing Ethnic Hatred through Mixed Breed Laughter. 
Elizabeth N. Evasdaughter 

A MELUS Interview: Mitsuye Yamada. Helen Jaskowski 


Varieties of Ethnic Criticism 
15.2 SUMMER 1988 


Bulosan—Theseus—Villa: A Cryptography of Coincidence. S.E. Solberg 

“Going to Meet the Man”: Louis Armstrong’s Autobiographies. William 
Howland Kenney, III 

Toshio Mori’s California Koans. Margaret Bedrosian 

Ralph Ellison, Journeyman: Three Early Stories. Edith Schor 

A MELUS Interview: Ann Petry—The New England Connection. Mark K. 
Wilson 

“Grampa Killed Indians, Pa Killed Snakes”: Steinbeck and the American 
Indian. Louis Owens 

Flamingos and Bison: Balance in Chinatown Family. Katherine A. Karle 
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Discovery: Research and Interpretation 
15.3 FALL 1988 


Mary Doyle Curran: “Over These Prison Walls I Would Fly.” Anne Halley 
“Over These Prison Walls Would I Fly.” Mary Doyle Curran 
“Two Letters From America” Carlos Bulosan and The Act of Writing. 
Oscar V. Campomanes and Todd S. Gernes 
The Devil’s Son-in-Law and Invisible Man. Steven C. Tracy 
Indians and Indian Hating in Edgar Huntly and The Confidence Man. Robert D. 
Newman 
Ernest Gaines’ Materials: Place, People, Author. Mary Ellen Doyle, 
SCN 
Charles W. Chestnutt’s “Future American.” Sally Ann H. Ferguson 
“Chestnutt’s Genuine Blacks and Future Americans” Sally Ann Ferguson 
“The Future American Race”: Charles W. Chestnutt’s Utopian Illusion. 
Arlene A. Elder 


Of Arabs and Jews 
15.4 WINTER 1988 


Voicing the Arab: Multivocality and Ideology in Leon Uris’ The Haj. Elise 
Salem Manganaro 
Heller’s Hell: Heller’s Later Fiction, Jewishness, and the Liberal Imagination. 


Frederick C. Stern 

Mother’s Milk: Women in Arab-American Autobiography. Evelyn Shakir 

The “Other” in Nathaniel West's Fiction: Jewish Rejection or Jewish 
Projection. Stacey Olster 

Elizabeth Fernea’s Moroccan Pilgrimage. John Maier 

Philip Roth’s Goodbye, Columbus and the Limits of Commodity Culture. Alan 
W. France 


VOLUME 16 


Folklore and Orature 
16.1 SPRING 1989-1990 


A MELUS Interview: Joy Harjo. Helen Jaskoski 

Hawaiian Mele Kahea: Written Examples Revitalize Oral Tradition. Kalena 
Silva 

If You Surrender to the Air: Folk Legends of Flight and Resistance in African- 
American Literature. Gay Wilentz 

“Shuffling Out of My Vulgar Origins”: The Masculinist-Elitist Language of 
Saul Bellow’s Fiction. Liela H. Goldman 

Salsa, Maracas, and Baile: Latin Popular Music in the Poetry of Victor Hernandez 
Cruz. Frances R. Aparicio 

Words for the Sun Dance: Pete Catches, 1969. Julian Rice 

The Organization of Thought in Lusthootseed (Puget Salish) Literature: Martha 





CHRONOLOGY OF BACK TITLES 


Lamont’s “Mink and Changer.” T.C.S. Langen 
The Verbal Art of Mabel Mckay: Talk as Culture Contact and Cultural 
Critique. Greg Sarris 


Ethnicity and Pedagogy 
16.2 SUMMER 1989-90 


Teaching Multi-Ethnic Literature: Some Psychological Considerations. 
Margaret Bedrosian 

The Cultural Translator: Toward An Ethnic Womanist Pedagogy. Bonnie 
Tu-Smith 

Another Round of Canon Fire: Feminist and Multi-Ethnic Theory in 
the American Literature Survey. Phillipa Kafka 

Pedagogy &/of Ethnic Literature: the Agony and the Ecstasy. Doris Davenport 

“What Do You Do When You Love Everyone on Every Side of the War?”: 
Teaching the Complexities of American Indian Literature. Annette Van Dyke 

“The Mask is the Face”: Personae in Teaching Multi-Ethnic American 
Literature. Cortland Auser 

The Immigrant or “Outsider” Experience as Metaphor for Becoming an 
Educated Person in the Modern World: Mary Antin, Richard Wright and 
Eva Hoffman. William A. Proefriedt 

Creating Conferences on Ethnicity for Urban Schools: The Pace University 
Experience. Dorothée von Huene Greenberg 


Ethnic Theater 
16.3 FALL 1989-90 


Selected proceedings from the 10th Anniversary of the New World 
Theater Conference 
Keynote Address: Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of New World Theater. 
Shauneille Perry 
Statements by Playwrights: 
On Theater and Performance. Jessica Hagedorn 
Evolving a Multicultural Tradition. David Henry Hwang 
Celebrating 500 Years of Mestizaje. Carlos Morton 
Tradition and a New Aesthetic. Aishah Rahman 
Notes Toward a New Aesthetic. Honor Ford-Smith 
Statements by Producers: 
Cat Cayuga 
Eric Hayashi 
Ricardo Khan 
Woodie King 
Miriam Col6én 
Notes for “Mumblings and Digressions: Some Thoughts on Being an 
Artist, Being an American, Being a Witness . . .” Ping Chong 
”They’ve Done Taken My Blues and Gone.” Jeff Stetson 
MELUS Interview: Hanay Geiogamah. Kenneth Lincoln 
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MELUS Interview: William Yellow Robe. Roberta Uno Thelwell 

Indians Playing Indians. Kenneth Lincoln 

Jazz Form and Jazz Function: An Analysis of Unfinished Women Cry in No 
Man's Land While a Bird Dies in a Gilded Cage. Alicia Kae Koger 

A Consideration of Innaurato’s Gemini and Benno Blimpie and Pintauro’s 
Cacciatore. Carol Bonomo Ahearn 

The Good Christian’s Come and Gone: The Shifting Role of Christianity in 
August Wilson Plays. Sandra Shannon 


Images of the Multi-Culture 
16.4 Winter 1989-90 


Beyond Melting Pots, Cultural Pluralism, Ethnicity—or Déja vu All Over Again. 
Jules Chametzky 

The Need for Cross-Ethnic Studies: A Manifesto (with Antipasto). Adam Meyer 

The Mardi Gras Indian Song Cycle: A Heroic Tradition. Kathryn Van Spanckeren 

A MELUS Interview: Maxine Hong Kingston. Marilyn Chin 

Toward Cultural Awareness Through Performance of Literary Texts. Frederick C. 
Corey and Catherine T. Motoyama 

Behind the Inscrutable Half-Shell: Images of Mutant Japanese and Ninja 
Turtles. Nora Okja Cobb 

MELUS Invented: The Rest is History. Katharine D. Newman, Founder, MELUS. 





Back Title Information 


From 1975-1977, MELUS was published in newsletter (V. 1 and 2) 
and saddlestich booklet (V. 3 and 4) formats before moving to its 
current perfectbound format in 1978. 

Most issues of MELUS are thematically organized for greater un- 
derstanding of topics, criticism and theory in the total picture of 
American literature MELUS hopes to present. Prior to 1978, issues of 
the journal are untitled. 


V. 1, Nos. 1 & 2. 
V.2, Nos. 1-4. 
V.3, Nos. 1-4. 
V. 4, Nos. 1-3. 


. 5-16. 
. 5, No. 1. 


.12 


. 13, Nos. 1-2. 


. 13, Nos. 3-4. 


. 14, Nos. 3-4. 


. 16, Nos. 1-4. 
. 16, No. 2. 


Untitled issues. Newsletter format. Two issues only. 
Untitled issues. Newsletter format. 
Untitled issues. Saddlestitch booklet. 


Untitled issues. Saddlestitch booklet. 
Three issues only. 


Current journal format. Perfectbound. Quarterly. 


Critical Approaches to Ethnic Literature. Out of 
print. Available in photocopy form (loose sheets) 
and microfilm/ microfiche only. 


Indexed in Volume 13, Nos. 3-4. 
Genre, Theme and Form. Double issue. 


Varieties of Ethnic Literature. Double issue. 
Contains indexes to Volumes 12 and 13. 


Italian-American Literature. Double issue. 
Double-dated for 1989 and 1990. 


Ethnicity and Pedagogy. Out of print. Available 
in photocopy form (loose sheets) and micro- 
film/ microfiche only. 





Submission Information 


MELUS welcomes essays and interviews of interest to those con- 
cerned with the multi-ethnic scope of America’s Literature. As the 
publication of a society of writers, researchers, and teachers, the jour- 
nal is open to a broad range of topics, general and/or specific, and to 
all scholarly methods and theoretical approaches. MELUS seeks, above 
all, to engage its readers in interesting discourse on literary realities. 

Whether theoretical, analytical, comparative within a single ethnic 
literature or cross-cultural, the most desirable essays will be between 
5,000 and 7,500 words, including notes. MELUS welcomes articles on 
American literature not in English, but translations should accompany 
foreign language titles and quotations in other languages. Contribu- 
tors are also urged to avoid sexist, racist and other discriminatory 
overtones. 

Contributors must be (or must become) members of The Society for 
the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States. Each 
article is sent to at least two consultant readers who are, of course, also 
members of the Society. Articles recommended by these readers are 
then reviewed by a member of the Editorial Board. Final decisions are 
made by the Editor. Until a final decision is made, the author's name is 
not made known to the consultant readers or Editorial Board mem- 
bers. 

Submissions, prepared according to the MLA Style Manual, should 
be addressed to the Editor, MELUS, 272 Bartlett Hall, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. Authors should send three copies 
with return postage. The author’s name should not appear on the 
manuscript, except on a separate title page or cover sheet. Authors 
should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted texts 
or notes if such reference might lead to identification; any necessary 
reference to the author’s previous work, for example, can be in the 
third person. 





Journal Information 


First published in 1974, MELUS features articles, interviews and reviews 
encompassing the multi-ethnic scope of American literature past and present. 
Most issues are thematically organized for greater understanding of topics, 
criticism and theory in the total picture of American literature MELUS hopes 
to present. 

MELUS is published by The Society for the Study of the Multi-Ethnic 
Literature of the United States for members and subscribing institutions. The 
Journal is a non-profit publication, supported solely by dues of Society 
members, library subscriptions, and funds from Patrons. The editorial office 
is supported by the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 


FREQUENCY The journal is issued four times a year, in March (Spring), June 
(Summer), September (Fall), and December (Winter). 


INDEXES The journal is indexed annually, in the last (Winter) issue of each 
volume. MELUS is also indexed and abstracted in Arts and Humanities Citation 
Index, American Humanities Index, MLA Bibliography, International Bibliography of 
Periodical Literature and International Bibliography of Book Reviews. 


CORRESPONDENCE Editorial and subscription correspondence should be 
sent to the editorial office. This includes requests for subscriptions, back titles, 
patron and membership information, sample copies, claims for missing is- 
sues, address changes, and advertising rates. Write to: MELUS, 272 Bartlett 
Hall, Department of English, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Amherst, MA 01003. 


BOOKS FOR REVIEW All books for review and inquiries regarding reviews 
should be sent to the Book Review Editor. Write to: Professor Amritjit Singh, 
Department of English, Craig-Lee 352, Rhode Island College, 600 Mount 
Pleasant Avenue, Providence, RI 02908. 


MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS Individuals become MELUS subscribers 
with their membership enrollment in The Society for the Study of the Multi- 
Ethnic Literature of the United States. Society members may participate in the 
Society’s national conferences, and in meetings and sessions MELUS holds in 
conjunction with other learned groups. Members also receive the Society’s 
newsletter, NewsNotes, with information about the conferences, publications, 
and activities current in the study of multi-ethnic literature; and a Directory of 
scholars and writers belonging to the Society, with notes identifying each 
one’s work and scholarly interests. Annual membership dues: Regular mem- 
ber, $35.00; students and retirees, $20.00; add $5.00 postage for addresses 
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outside North America. A membership form and brochure should be re- 
quested from the editorial office before sending payment. 


INSTITUTIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS Colleges, universities, libraries, research 
centers, and other institutions may subscribe to MELUS on an annual or con- 
tinuing basis. MELUS is published quarterly, and subscriptions are accepted 
for complete calendar years only. Subscriptions will start with the current 
volume, unless subscriber specifies otherwise. Annual institutional rate: 
$40.00; plus $8.00 postage and handling for orders outside North America. 
Prepayment is required, and checks or money orders in U.S. currency 
should be made payable to MELUS. Subscriptions may be requested from 
the editorial office or through subscription agencies. 


PATRON SUBSCRIPTIONS The journal receives broad-based support from 
institutions committed to ethnic literary studies. The annual fee for a Patron is 
one hundred dollars. Patrons are listed prominently on the back cover of each 
issue of MELUS, and receive an annual subscription to the journal as well as 
to MELUS NewsNotes and the Society’s Directory. Patron subscriptions should 
be directed to the attention of the Editor in care of the editorial office. 


BACK TITLES. A complete stock of past issues of MELUS is available from 
the editorial office or through subscription agencies. Back title rates vary for 
individuals, institutions and Patrons. Individuals who belong to the Society 
are entitled to a member's discount. Institutional and Patron subscribers 
receive special discounts when ordering a complete set of back issues. A 
catalog of back titles, current rate information, and order forms should be 
requested from the editorial office. 


SUBSCRIPTION CLAIMS Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if 
they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single 
issue price will be charged. 


MICROFILM AND ARTICLE COPIES The journal is available through Uni- 
versity Microfilms International in 16mm and 35mm microfilm, 105mm mi- 
crofiche, and article copies. Requests for rates and orders should be sent to: 
UMI, 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1346. 


ADVERTISING AND PERMISSIONS Advertising inquiries and requests to 
reprint material from MELUS should be directed to the editorial office. 


MELUS NEWSNOTES The Society’s newsletter publishes information about 
the conferences, publications, and activities current in the study of multi- 
ethnic literature and related areas of interest. Announcements about confer- 
ences, calls for papers, workshops, research and teaching opportunities, 
books, films, classroom materials, grants and awards, and news items about 
members should be sent to the Editors of NewsNotes. Write to: Professor 
Shirley Lumpkin, Department of English, Marshall University, Huntington, 
WV 25755-2646. 
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